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Hi, I’m Leif-Alexandre 
Aschehoug and I work 
as an R&D Engineer 
developing the software 

architecture that underpins 
Nordic’s Bluetooth low energy 
software development kits (SDKs).

I am also Chair of the 
Bluetooth Special Interest Group 
(SIG) Sports & Fitness Working 
Group where I’m responsible 
for handling the development 
and rollout schedule of next-
generation specifications, as well 
as actively participating in their 
technical development. 

For the latter I was delighted 
to recently discover I had been 
awarded a Bluetooth SIG Key 
Contributor Award for my work 
on what’s called the ‘Object 
Transfer Specifications’ which 
makes it easier to manage 
(create, delete, list) the bulk 
transfer of data between devices. 

One of the things I really like 
about my job is the diversity, 
which really helps to keep things 
varied and interesting. It also 
means I have a lot of contact with 
many different organizations 
as well as people working 
both inside and out of Nordic 
Semiconductor.

Although at times juggling 
the commitments of several 
roles can be challenging (you 
can’t let one team down because 
you happen to be a member of 

plane pilot and have flown 
around France a couple of times, 
as well from France to Scotland 
(although the initial destination 
was Norway, but that’s another 
story), Berlin, and even the 
North Cape in northern Norway. 
Nowadays in Trondheim I mostly 
fly day trips down to Ålesund 
over the Geiranger Fjord, for 
example, and sometimes take out 
one of my two current Værnes 
Flying Club’s veteran 1953 planes 
(a Piper Cub and a Saab Safir).

I also have a seaplane 
qualification and fly the Cessna 
185 operated by the Trondheim 
Flyklubb out from Selbu lake.

On the ground I am a keen 
fencer too. I started as a child, 
stopped for a while, and then 
picked it up again as a university 
student and have continued ever 
since. 

I’ve mostly practiced with 
foil (flexible and rectangular in 
cross-section), but when I came 
to Norway I had to switch over 
to épée (the largest and heaviest 
weapon used in fencing) since 
this is the only one used here.

But then eight years ago I was 
living in Paris and never dreamed 
that I would end up moving to 
Trondheim; but here I am. So you 
never really know where life will 
take you I guess, but you can 
make the most of wherever you 
end up. 

Bluetooth SIG award winner is also a 
high flyer outside of work

another), it does have its rewards. 
These include the opportunity 
to travel through my job and 
discover quite a few countries 
and cultures I might not have had 
the opportunity to experience 
otherwise.

The price to pay for this, 
however, is that you have to 
make the most of your travel 
time. This, for me, includes using 
uninterrupted time on long-
haul flights to write software. 
In fact, on my way to a number 
of Bluetooth SIG Interoperable 
Prototype (IOP) Test and Unplug 
Fest (UPF) events, the prototype 
that I hadn’t had time to get 
working before I boarded the 
plane was ‘suddenly’ working 

Leif is a fully qualified private plane pilot, and has gained the 
additional training and qualification to fly seaplanes 

“On my way to a number of Bluetooth SIG events, the prototype that I hadn’t had time to 
get working before I boarded the plane was ‘suddenly working’ by the time I landed”

by the time I landed at my 
destination. 

Outside of work one of the 
things I like doing is flying. Since 
2001, when I was living in France, 
I’ve been a fully-qualified private 
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